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In recent years there has been an increasing awareness and interest in the extent to which humanity is, or is not, living within the carrying capacity or exceeding the natural boundaries of the earth. As concerned citizens and expert organizations we have come together to suggest that the SDGs must fundamentally address these concerns.

We thus recommend that the United Nations develop and adopt an SDG that recognizes the Earth's System as a Common Heritage of humanity, and as a global commons, that is to be protected and equitably shared by all people.

The Primary Goal
All states and jurisdictions recognize and manage the Earth System as a common or natural heritage that must be respected, protected and sustained in a state of balance and health for all perpetuity. 
There are diverse levels at which this SDG must be implemented and achieved:

1. By government at all levels through adopting programs, policies and legislation that recognizes the health and well being of the earth's ecosystem as an integrated whole and that respects it as a global commons;

2. Internationally through a global agreement among all governments and peoples via the UN; and

3. By involving all people around the world through their engagement in the stewardship of those aspects of nature that are relevant to each one of them.

Targets with corresponding indicators

Target 1. To determine an adequate biogeochemical structure for human life conditions; to use the SDG indicators as a means to determine the health of the Earth's System state; and to settle accounts and provide compensations between States. 

Indicator 1.1: Create a metric and a global accounting system and use it to determine and integrate all costs and benefits realized by and impacting the newly recognized common heritage by each State and other political jurisdictions.

Target 2. The Global Community understands and begins to manage the Earth's System in a holistic systemic manner as a fundamental principle of governance; and all schools are engaged in educating about Planetary Boundaries, indicators, and carrying capacity, etc. 

An “Earth System” adequate for human life conditions requires a specific biogeochemical structure, which humanity needs to respect in order to avoid the risk of a catastrophic environmental global change. This system, which we all use and depend upon, should be recognized as our primary Global Commons. 

Indicator 2.1: Creation of a national conversation on how each country should manage it's own contribution for the state of Earth's System, influencing internal strategies on public governance.

Indicator 2.2: Percentage of citizens of school-going age and older who participate actively in discussions at the local, national and international levels.

Target 3. By GA 2017 a system is set up that enables all nations and people to share best practices towards respecting and caring for our Common Heritage and protecting and restoring Mother Earth. Each country has implemented a way for all citizens to be involved in caring for all aspects of nature from local to global levels.

Indicator 3.1: Implementation into school curriculum of the recognition that we all are an integral part of nature and hands-on programs that enable students to act on this. 

Means by which to Achieve the Targets and Indicators mentioned above:
A High Level Commission is established to study and give input into the development of the metrics, accounting system, and means of settling accounts and providing compensation. The Commission could be tasked with reporting back to the GA in 2016 after which the first steps could then be implemented. 

An International Summit is held to develop details on the common heritage management and to find a criteria that allow us to distinguish the normal use of Earth's System from behaviors that might be considered a crime against humanity such as those leading toward Ecocide. 
Citizens participate locally, regionally and nationally via schools, town house meetings and other means to provide input into the issues mentioned above at the local, national and international levels.

Management of the Earth's System at the highest levels of the UN, possibly through the UN's Trusteeship Council which has completed its original mandate, thus helping to fulfill the UNTT's recommendation that "proposals to enhance coordination, cooperation, coherence and policy-making across the United Nations system should be considered."
Relevant social institutions are developed to enable the representation of the interests of Humankind as a whole, Intergenerational Solidarity and the Needs of Future Generations, including through the establishment of a UN High Commissioner for Future Generations.

A Universal Charter of Human Responsibilities is developed and used, as a third pillar accompanying the UN Charter and Universal Declaration of Human Rights, thus providing a fundamental basis for global governance.

Giving input into the concept of Ecocide as a serious damage to the Earth System, that should become a Crime Against Humanity, prosecutable under International Jurisdiction. This would mean that no matter where the transgression occurred it can be prosecuted in a court that deals with such matters. 
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